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ShShShee wawass 878787 y yeaearsrs 
suffered a massive 

from which she could not recover. I
able to fly to the States and be with h
in the hospip tal for a few daysy  befo
she died peacefully in her sleep. In
accordance with Jewish tradition, 
she was buried the next day. When
the funeral was over, two elderly 
ladies that I recognized as friends 

y ppof my mother approached me. One 
was very small, bent over, walking 
with a cane and weeping deeply.
She spoke of how much my mother
meant to her. She said that they met
at age 14 and their friendship lasted
73 years. I have known my mother’
friends pretty much all my life, b
I never realized the enduring po
of their friendship until this dear
spoke those words. The ability to m
a friendship over 7 decades is an ext
gift from God. In honor of my moth
to speak of this facet of who she was – a friend for life. It is a
quality of which I am very proud and which I pray will be manifested
in my life as well.

My mother’s circle of friends was formed in the 1930’s when they 
were teenage girls living in Baltimore. As their numbers increased it
evolved into a somewhat formalized membership group with 25 to
30 ladies. They held all sorts of social activities as well as community 
service projects. They grew up, married and started families, and
though some moved away and dropped out there was a core that
remained close. When I was in my early teens I became more aware
of my mother’s “girls.” (I always teased my mom about her use of the
term “girls” to refer to women who were obviously “old ladies” in my 

eerr thththanan II I a amm nono !w!w!))) TTThheherere w wereree bababououttt aa ddodozezenn 
t continued to walk closelyy toggether with their 

ntertwined. In spite of their advancing years 
he gradual diminishing of their numbers, their 
ndshipp remained strongg. With the ppassingg of myy 

y
ones, yet their presence still carried the beautiful 

testimony of the love and lasting connection with all those that had 
been together through the years.

Friendship is indeed a godly quality. To be a friend is to 
manifest an attribute of God. In Isaiah 41:8, the prophet tells the 
nation Israel that their ancestor Abraham was God’s friend. The 
promise of blessing to Israel is seen here as a direct consequence 
of the friendship of Abraham and God. The fruit of real friendship 
extends throughout the generations. In 2 Samuel 9:1-8, we see that 
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Our Vision:
Tents of Mercy - to participate in today’s historic exodus by 
assisting Israel’s returning exiles.
No spectators in the Kingdom - to be a worshiping, sharing 
community based in homes, equipping each one for service.
Come back Yeshua - to welcome Yeshua home to Israel, by 
restoring the Jewish roots of New Covenant faith.

when David became king over Israel, the house of Saul was totally 
devastated. David aggressively sought out someone who was left of 
the family of the former king so that he could bless him because of 
the friendship that David had had with Jonathan, the son of Saul.

In the days of Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, enemies of the nation 
gathered against Jerusalem and Jehoshaphat called the people 
together for a time of prayer and fasting. In 2 Chronicles 20:5-7, his 
appeal for help from God was based on the fact that the God of Israel 
was ruler of the entire universe and in that authority he had given the 
land of Israel to his friend Abraham 
and his descendents forever.

In James 2:23, Yaakov ( James) 
also brings out the fact that Abraham 
was God’s friend because he believed 
what He told him in Genesis 15. 
Though he had no children and his 
wife was barren, his descendents 
would be as numerous has the stars 
in the sky. It is interesting that Shaul 
uses the same verses from Genesis 
to emphasize faith, whereas Jacob 
emphasizes works. This is not 
contradictory - it is complementary. 
And it’s appropriate that Jacob 
applies these verses this way because 
friendship involves doing things 
for one another in a relationship. If 
friendship is genuine it is shared in 
life experiences.

In Numbers 12:5-8, the Lord 
rebuked Aaron and Miriam, the 
brother and sister of Moses, because 
they criticized him (ostensibly over 
his authority to lead, but in reality 
over his marrying an Ethiopian 
woman). In verse 8, God said 
about Moses, “With him I speak 
face-to-face and clearly, not in 
riddles; he sees the image of the 
Lord. So why were you not afraid 
to criticize my servant Moses?” 
God spoke with Moses, literally, 
“mouth-to-mouth.” This is intimate 
communication. Those on the 
outside of that relationship cannot 
be critical of those on the inside. 
What God says to Moses, he says 
out of love, even when it contains 
criticism and correction. That’s the 

privilege of friendship. The daughter of one of my mother’s friends
said that her mother would never allow her to speak a negative word
about the “girls,” but among themselves they could say whatever they 
wanted! In Proverbs 27:6, it is written, “Faithful are the wounds
of a friend, but deceitful are the kisses of an enemy.”

In the relationship of Moses and God, both of them could
speak freely. Not only could the Lord reprove, rebuke, exhort and
command Moses, Moses, with great “chutzpah,” could disagree
and argue with Him, even at times getting the Lord to modify His

stand! With a true friend, one
can negotiate a path through the
most intense circumstances. The
foundation of love and concern
for the other partner is strong 
enough to maintain the structure
of the ever challenged and evolving 
friendship throughout the years.

In John 15:13, Yeshua said
this, “Greater love has no one
than this, that one lay down
his life for his friends.” The
laying down of one’s life for
others certainly encompasses the
possibility of physically dying 
in order that another might live.
However, such an extreme act
of sacrifice is surely not the path
most of us will be required to take.
Yet, there is a laying down of our
lives that is required in order to
build quality relationships that
stand the test of time. Shaul put it
very simply in Philippians 2:3,4.
“Do nothing from selfishness
or empty conceit, but with
humility of mind let each of 
you regard one another as more
important than himself; do not
merely look out for your own
personal interests, but also for 
the interests of others.”

Friendships that span nearly 
three-quarters of a century don’t
just happen by accident. They grow 
from the fertile soil of humility 
and are nourished by genuine acts
of loving care for the welfare of 
others. Dear Mom and friends,
thanks for the example.
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Every generation is charged with raising 

children and passing on a heritage.

Here in Israel, however, that privilege

is intensified by biblical command. “…in the

land which you are crossing over to possess…a

land flowing with milk and honey…these

words which I command you today shall be

in your heart. You shall teach them diligently 

to your children, and shall talk of them when

you sit in your house, when you walk by the

way, when you lie down and when you rise

up…” (Deut. 6:2,3,5-7)

From the time of Abraham there have been

profound promises and requirements given

by God to the descendants of the patriarchs.

“You…gave (this land) to the descendants of 

Abraham your friend forever.” (2 Chronicles

20:7) This emphasis of an inherited, covenant

homeland runs through the entire Tanakh.

Forever linked with our inheritance is the

sacred calling to live by the word of God which

immortalizes those promises. It has been the

basis of Jewish education for millennia.

CAMP = Fun + Israel’s Future
Summer provides a unique opportunity to

blend essential biblical training with outdoor
fun and a break from Israeli apartment life.
Apartments with even a tiny yard to play in
are almost non-existent. So summer camp is
something our little people wait for eagerly.
This past August, Tents of Mercy Network 
teams set up several environments to bless
our elementary school children with a camp
experience. The main event was a five day 
camp for more than 70 kids, directed by Katya
Morrison and Svyeta Gelbet. The spiritual
aim of the camp was to explore Yeshua’s
answer to the question “What is the greatest
commandment?” Yeshua replied “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind. This
is the first and great commandment. And
the second is like it: Love your neighbor as
yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-39)

As you can see from the accompanying 
photos, they had a great time. What was
included? Making your own pita bread
over a camp fire. Sack races. Praising God
together in song,. Profound messages of the
love of Yeshua and what it means to build a
life upon Him as our foundation. Baseball
(yep, in Israel). Archery. Afternoons in the
swimming pool. Cabin teams in competition.
Gathering in a small circle to pray and share
with caring teenage counselors. Learning 
from a blind young woman what it’s like
to live without sight, yet have the joy of the

Lord. Throughout the camp an incredible
group of volunteers served their hearts out
and made lasting friendships. Coordinated by 
Pastor Randy Turner from Beltway Church
in Abilene, Texas, they cooked, cleaned and
loved on our kids and counselors – nonstop.

BOTTOM LINE…
Before the 1990’s there were courageous

Messianic pioneers who broke ground to
establish congregations in Israel. Standing on
their shoulders, we have seen the movement
grow dramatically in the last 20 years. Now 
we are poised to see another major step
forward. As our children, teens and young 
adults enter Israeli society we believe that
their influence will bring a whole new wave
of Israelis to Yeshua.

Bottom line? To see this happen, it is vital
to invest creative, focused time in our kids
in a way that enables them to really discover
God. We MUST impart to them that spark of 
inspiration, the miracle of God’s transforming 
love in Yeshua. Training and launching 
our children in the ways of the Lord is our
priority. Summer camps have become a
much-anticipated activity every year, creating 
wonderful memories, close relationships
and lasting inspiration to walk with Yeshua
through life. 

Your Descendants Shall 
Inherit the Land

By Eitan Shishkoff
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T his summer was a historically hot summer. The raging heat coupled with the TT overshadowing threat of possible war, made for an even more tense and ‘tight’ TT atmosphere in Israel. Thankfully, we are looking forward to be able to look back on TT
this season as a time that has passed. As the air begins to cool, ushering in the beautiful season 
of autumn, we enter into the High Holidays. This season is particularly focused on the process 
of redemption, to enter into a promised home of celebration. 

The ‘Days of Awe’ as this season is called, is a time filled with self-examination. These days 
follow Rosh Hashana, when we have entered a new Hebrew calendar year תשע“א and precede Yom 
Kippur, when according to God’s plan we will begin the new year by examining the actions of our 
body and intentions of our heart.

We feel impressed that this year is to be a year of focus on unity. Historically, the Enemy always 
thrives on the division of people. The Second Temple was destroyed because of unfounded hatred. 
Agreement and unity among people is so significant that when humans united together at the Tower 
of Babel, God actually divided them by language in order to thwart their attempts. This idea is 
strengthened by Yeshua’s own words that a kingdom divided against itself cannot stand.

In this vein, we are convinced that Yeshua’s message is not about avoiding conflict or confrontation, 
but about reaching out to others. To isolate ourselves and live in an individual bubble or even a 
community bubble is to miss entirely the plan that God has for us as believers. With this in mind, 
we soberly seek to find God’s heart for one another as a family, as a community, as a nation and even 
God’s heart for our enemies.

Recently we got caught in the middle of a neighborhood scandal and intrigue when one neighbor, 
in the next building, accused another neighbor, in the apartment above us, of stealing her plum tree 
which she had just bought to plant in her yard. We did our best to be friendly and sympathetic yet 
truthful, not implicating our upstairs neighbor directly, as we hadn’t witnessed the alleged crime. A 

By Avi Tekle

itial accusation and 
lice visit and all, we 
ng neighbor in the 
s with the seasonal 
then proceeded to 
decided to forgive 

rop the accusation. 
Since the days leading up to Yom Kippur 
are supposed to be days in which we 
examine our hearts and actions, she said 
that she preferred a clean conscience 
without bitterness towards the neighbor. 
The neighbor who had stolen the tree, 
she said, would have to face judgment by 
God, but not by her. 

As for us, we were shocked by 
this uncommon response of large-
heartedness and goodwill, from one 
Israeli to another. In a “watch out for 
your own self ” kind of society, it is 
uncommon for people to overlook 
offense, particularly of that magnitude. 
We were once again impressed that 
if a marginally religious, yet certainly 
God-fearing Israeli would take such 
a significant step towards her fellow 
human being, how much more should 
we, followers of Yeshua reach out to 
those around us.

Yeshua also said “whatever you 
have done to the least of these, you 
have done it unto me.” In the spirit of 
unity, reaching out to our fellow Israelis, 
and following Yeshua’s example of 
compassion and care for those around us, 
we were blessed once again to be able to 
extend a practical hand to our community. 
In the days leading up to Rosh Hashana, 
we packed and distributed 500 bags filled 
with dry goods and holiday items to local 
needy families.

Working joyfully together, to pack 
the new, ecologically sound bags that we 
ordered for the occasion, we rejoiced at 
the opportunity to help our neighbors 
enter into the holiday celebration, and 
to bridge the sometimes glaring gap of 
cultural background and socio-economic 
status. We are honored to have the 
privilege to be the hands reaching out in 
this town, and we know that we are able 
to do this because of the partnership of 
so many of you who have joined us in 
support in one way or another to bring 
relief in these Days of Awe.

“So we, being many, are one body in 
the Messiah, and every one members one 
of another.” (Romans 12:5) 
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