A Publication of Tents of Mercy Congregation (Ohalei Rachamim) - Volume 9, Issue 1

REDEMPTION ON THE
7OTH ANNIVERSARY OF KRISTALLNACHT
BREAKTHROUGH IN MUNICH

N

ovember 9, 2008 marked the 70th anniversary of Kristallnacht - the Nazi sanctioned pogrom against the Jewish
people throughout the German nation. According to their own
records, the Nazis destroyed 7500 businesses, burned 267 synagogues (with 177 totally destroyed) and killed 91 Jews. 25,000
Jewish men were rounded up and later sent to concentration
camps. Below are two stories of God’s redemptive grace at work,
seventy years after that evil night.

70 years ago, on the 9th of November 1938, in the old town hall
of Munich, Germany, the Nazis proclaimed a pogrom that was to
be carried out in the city and throughout the nation against the
Jewish people in any and every walk of life.
The Nazis shattered the glass windows of Jewish businesses,
burned homes and synagogues as well as books and other items
related to Jewish religion and culture. This was called "Kristallnacht" or "the night of glass." Today, in reference to the horror and
wanton destruction that took place we aptly call it “The night of
broken glass.”
The soul of the Jewish people was attacked and the people were
cast out, rejected and considered as unwanted vermin by those
who were coming into power. Kristallnacht was the seed that later
grew into the Holocaust.
Almost 68 years later, a friend of mine here in Israel was meeting with some of the leaders in the Body of Messiah in the city of
Munich and the Holy Spirit issued a directive from Heaven…
“Call together a team of worship leaders from within Israel, both
Jewish believers and others and go to Munich to worship the King of
Glory in those very places where destruction was decreed, released
and carried out. Worship, proclaim and pray for the exact opposite
of what took place those 70 years ago and release blessing upon the
city so as to break through the lingering darkness.”
The local leaders bore witness to the word from the Lord and
invited the Israelis to come back to Munich. These pastors are the
sons and grandsons of those who released the edict of death and
destruction! During the next 2 years, the Lord brought together
the ministry focus and team that would participate in the Munich
event. All told, a delegation of 20 Messianic worship leaders from
all over Israel was chosen to represent the nation.
On November 6, 2008 we flew to Germany. We filled the next 4
days with prayer, praise and proclamation of God's truth, believing
for a breakthrough moment for the Kingdom of God in Munich.
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The pastors who were involved in making
the local preparations were amazed at the
level of cooperation from various churches
in the city. There were representatives from
Lutheran, Evangelical, Charismatic and
Pentecostal churches present; thousands
came out to the gatherings seeking the Lord
for mercy and forgiveness for their city.
An important part of our preparation for
the ministry times was to visit Dachau - just
outside of Munich; the 1st concentration camp
built as a prototype for the others that followed.
Our time there was very deep and sobering. To
see this place of death brought a fresh perspective on why we had come to Germany.
Our Israeli team and the local leadership met for worship and prayer in the old
Munich town hall. This was the very place
where Kristallnacht was decided upon and
the orders given to carry it out. During our
worship time together a recognized German leader asked to share. She told us that
during the worship she had a vision; she saw
an open heaven and an angel coming down
with a scroll in his hand. He stood in the
midst of the crowd and opened the scroll
which said, "the debt is cancelled, the curse
is broken and the prison doors
are open." We all rejoiced that
God had responded so magnificently! No one wanted to
leave so we continued with
more worship for a time.
Returning to Israel the
team all sensed a mission accomplished in our hearts. As
we discussed what took place
we were awestruck at what
the Lord had done. He had
graciously allowed us to participate with His angels in this
momentous spiritual breakthrough moment, Hallelujah!
Please, pray for the Body of
Believers in Munich that they
would continue to walk in what God did and
that a 'ripple effect' would spread from Munich
throughout the rest of Germany.

LEGACY OF GRACE IN ISRAEL
By Eitan Shishkoff and Marty Shoub
At the same time that Marc Chopinsky
was worshiping in the old Munich City Hall,
Schleife Ministries from Winterthur, Switzerland was presenting a prayer seminar to
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the Tents of Mercy
congregation. Michael Herwig, a wise
and humble German
Bible teacher was the
keynote speaker for
the Schleife team.
On Kristallnacht he
shared some of his
remarkable personal
story:
"Today is my
birthday. I was born
on the 6th anniversary of Kristallnacht,
November 9, 1944 in
a temporary facility.
My father was a soldier, fighting. Russian troops were on their way
to our area. My mother had me all by herself,
with no help – the German nurses were too
busy downstairs celebrating Kristallnacht.
The German personnel there said, 'Let him
die.' But Mom prayed, 'Lord, if this baby
survives, I give him to you.' Later, she
changed the date on my birth certificate
to erase the connection with this terrible

day of crimes against the Jewish people.
As I grew to understand the significance
of my true birth date I changed it back to
November 9th. I did not want to hide my
identity from the awful truth of what my
people did to the Jewish people. I can only
ask you to forgive us again and again."
In a vision Michael saw all the Jewish people over hundreds of years in a big
stream. Finally they came to Israel. But the
question was "Who will heal the wounds of
the people?" Michael asked us, "You have ar-

rived in Israel, but the wounds of hundreds
of years remain…pogroms, murder, the Holocaust. Who will heal the Jewish soul?"
The answer also comes from Michael’s
own life of hard times. Born while his nation sought to exterminate the Jewish
people, he carries a radical love for us. His
nation was in bitter warfare against the
Russian people – Michael's greatest burden
is for Jews of Russian descent. The hard circumstances of his birth yielded a man who
identifies with the wounds of others and is
gifted in escorting them to wholeness.
The German soul also needs healing,
The sin and guilt of the Nazi era still weighs
heavily upon the German nation. In recent
days, German believers have made concerted efforts to repent for the sins of their
nation and fathers. Michael is one such
dear German brother; choosing to mark
his birthday on the correct date – no longer
trying to hide from the shame of that evil
night but humbly bearing identification
with the sins of his father's generation and
with his nation.
Beauty and irony combined in the 70th
anniversary of Kristallnacht. Israeli Messianic Jews went to Germany to bring release
and freedom to that nation. At the same
time, God sent a German pastor to bring
healing and freedom to Messianic Jews in
Israel. This is the awesome majesty, grace
and beauty of our God. He does not gloss
over evil but He uses His people – the very
ones who have received His forgiveness,
to bring healing and forgiveness to others.
All Glory, Honor, Power and Dominion be
unto Him and to the Lamb forever.

Our Vision:
Tents of Mercy - to participate in today’s historic exodus by
assisting Israel’s returning exiles.
No spectators in the Kingdom - to be a worshiping, sharing
community based in homes, equipping each one for service.
Come back Yeshua - to welcome Yeshua home to Israel, by
restoring the Jewish roots of New Covenant faith.
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Magnificent Ballet
T

he Honduran diplomat was waiting
to greet the Ballet Magnificat! dancers, “II believe you should take this
Ballet to Israel,” he said. The ballet had just
completed the performance of “The Hiding
Place” at a church theater in Honduras. The
diplomat had been on assignment in Israel
and believed this story of redemption and
forgiveness – forged through the horror
of the Holocaust would convey a powerful
message of hope to the Israeli
people.
These encouraging words
launched a year long journey
for Ballet Magnificat! to
bring their artistry, beauty
and message of hope to
Israel. This same Honduran
diplomat had attempted to
organize an itinerary for
the company but after
almost a year of planning,
the arrangements fell
through. Ballet founder
and artistic d i rec tor,
K a t h y Th i b o d e a u x
explained, “Israel is
the one place we had

always wanted to come. We were disappointed
but we did not want to give up. I asked our

tour director to keep trying. We knew ‘The
Hiding Place’ would fit so well in Israel.” (The
performance is based on Corrie Ten Boom’s
account of how her sister Betsy and she
were arrested by the Nazis and interned in a
concentration camp for hiding Jews in their
Haarlem apartment.)
While the director worked the phone
and e-mail, four of the ballet dancers kept up
a year-long prayer vigil for God to send them
to Israel. Just last October they received
the breakthrough they had been praying
for. Within a month all the details were arranged, the money for the flights was provided for, and Ballet Magnificat! was on its
way to Israel.

SIMPLE BEGINNINGS
Back in 1982, Kathy Thibodeaux was
a ballerina with Ballet Mississippi and her
husband Keith (now executive director of
Ballet Magnificat!) had been a drummer
with the Christian Rock band,
David and the Giants.
Keith
challenged
Kathy to use the
gifts God had

given her for the sake of the Kingdom. Almost as a test to see if ballet could mesh with
Christian ministry, Kathy
entered the 2nd International Ballet Competition,
dancing to the Sandi Patti
song, “We shall behold
Him.” The USA Ballet
Competition is a prestigious international event
held every 4 years. In 1978,
Mikhael Baryshnikov won
the men’s gold medal at
the event. Four years later,
Kathy boldly broke with
tradition, choosing music from a contemporary
Christian artist.
Kathy won the silver
medal (she missed the gold
by only .10 of a point), but more importantly,
she realized that ballet could be performed at
a high level in a way that could also express
faith. Some 14 years later, Ballet Magnificat!
took to the road for the first time with Kathy,
2 other dancers, a van and a home stereo for
musical accompaniment. Fast forward to
2008; Ballet Magnificat! boasts a training
program, school of the arts and two separate
dance troupes travelling around the world in
order to “Praise His name with dancing.”
(Psalms 149:3)

CHALLENGING SUBJECT MATTER
In Evangelical circles, The Hiding Place
is a famous story, but how would it play in
Israel where the wounds of the Holocaust
still throb? Jiri Voborosky, the choreographer who designed the Hiding Place ballet
explained that he received the concept of
the ballet in a vision. He was very excited
to take the ballet to Israel but also a little
worried over the potential impact of such
sensitive subject matter. “Some people
were nervous that we might cause offense.
I watched the audience intently during the
first performance and was very satisfied to
see how they responded.”
Indeed, the image of ballet dancers
dressed as Nazis is a startling dissonance for
any Israeli stage; the ballet company was soon
to test this to the limit. Ballet Magnificat’s
itinerary included a performance at our Haifa
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Magnificat!

By Marty Shoub

congregation,, Shavei Tsion. On November
13th their sm
mall sanctuary was temporarily
transformed into
i
a theater. Some 70 guests
were in attendance that evening and around
40 of them were Holocaust survivors!

Because of the confines of the space, the
audience was in far closer proximity to the
dancers than the usual stage performance.
Congregational leader, Leon Mazin, wondered how the audience and dancers would
react in this emotionally charged setting.
Any apprehension Leon may have felt was
dissipated when he saw how the dancers and
audience connected. They shed tears together during the performance – each recognizing through the other, the pain the Holocaust inflicted. Following the ballet, Hannah
Nagel, a German dancer with the company
asked if she could address the audience.
Leon was at first a little hesitant but agreed
to her request. Falling to her knees, Hannah
pleaded through her tears for forgiveness on
behalf of the German people. For some the
pain was still too raw to receive this gracious
apology but many others received Hannah’s
expression of love with gratitude. When I
asked Leon to sum up what God did through
the Hiding Place performance he replied
with one word: “Magnificent!”

center. Eitan Shiskoff purposely chose a
community venue to present the ballet as a
gift to the community from Tents of Mercy
Mercy.
Eitan explained, “I knew Ballet Magnificat!
was offering a superb artistic performance
that shone a redemptive light on the Jewish
people’s most challenging memory. I saw this
as a way for us to serve the wider community
of the Kryot.”
Everyone in the theater that evening was
gripped by the passion and the artistry of the
dancers. My wife and I sat with a number of
our secular Israeli friends. I wasn’t sure how
they would receive the message of forgiveness
and redemption portrayed by the Nazi leader
finding salvation through Corrie Ten Boom’s
testimony (the depiction in the ballet is based
on actual events). As we rose to our feet to
salute the performance there were our friends
clapping enthusiastically in appreciation.
Eitan took to the stage to address the
audience. The pain of the Holocaust cannot be expunged, no matter how redemptive the outcome or artistically brilliant
the performance. Here are some of Eitan’s
memorable words:
“The Tanakh tells us that ‘Those who sow
in tears shall reap in joy’ but it is impossible
to measure the sorrow of the Holocaust. Still our

prophets speak of Godd giving us beauty for ashes
and life instead of deatth. The promises of God are
true forever. That we all watched this incredible
performance in an Isrraeli theater is testimony to
this fact. As it is writteen in Jeremiah the prophet,
‘The people who su
urvived the sword found
grace in the wilderness – Behold I will bring
them from the norrth country, and gather
them from the ends oof the earth…their souls
shall be like a well watered garden, and they
shall sorrow no more at all.’ (Jeremiah 31:2,
8, 12) This same love depicted in the Prophets
found expression through two sisters – Christians, who learned of this love for Zion from the
Galilean Rabbi of Nazareth. Here is inspiration
and real hope, and a hint of the days ahead of us.
Radical trust in the promises of God is the door
leading us into God’s Kingdom.”
Ballet Magnificat’s time in Israel was
a journey of faith from beginning to end.
God providentially opened the doors for
them to enthrall us with their artistry and
challenge us to hope even in light of cruelty
and evil. Not everyone who witnessed the
performance could receive this hope but
no one was left unmoved by this message
of good news; heralded without words.
Kathy Thibodeaux told me that after her
trip to Israel she would never be the same.
In kind, we have been encouraged by the
beauty of their ballet and the hope of its
message. With this hope we wait for the
promise to come when “He will swallow
up death forever…and wipe away tears
from all faces.” (Isaiah 25:8)

MAKING SENSE OF TRAGEDY
Two evenings later Tents of Mercy
hosted the ballet at a local community
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