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The refrain carried throughout all our gatherings: 
This is the year of new beginnings; this is a new 
season, a new hour. Prepare to move forward, to 
do what you have only dreamt about. Let God 
renew your mind and heal your heart. 

The echo of our beloved Messiah’s 
voice whispered through every speaker:

Rise up my love, my fair one,
And come away.
For lo, the winter is past,
The rain is gone,
And flowers appear on the earth;
The time of singing has come…
Rise up my love, my fair one
And come away!  
                      Song of Songs 2:10-13 

These strong words of hope were the theme of 
the Tents of Mercy Network Sukkot conference with Drs. 
Chuck Pierce and Alemu Biftu. God had spoken to these 
two servants to come to Israel to celebrate Sukkot, but our 
Heavenly Father had more in store than even these two 
prophetic voices had anticipated.

 Hope in Uncertain Times
While events around us in Israel pushed against our hope, 

stirring the political scene with uncertainty, God sent His word 
of hope to us – an anchor for our souls in the depths of turbu-
lent waters. God had spoken to Chuck Pierce to come and cel-
ebrate Sukkot in Israel. In order to strengthen ties between his 
ministry and Tents of Mercy, Chuck decided to bring a team 
of prophetic intercessors to join us for our celebration of the 
eighth and final day of Sukkot. Dr Alemu Biftu, an Ethiopian 
living in the States with an apostolic ministry to Ethiopia and 
nations around the world, heard the Spirit telling him to join 
up with Chuck on his Mid East tour. He had no idea this would 
also mean joining us at Tents of Mercy or just how divinely ap-
pointed this connection was to be. 

Sukkot is the end of the fall feast celebration cycle that 
begins with the Day of Trumpets/ Rosh Hashanah, the day we 
traditionally reckon the start of the Jewish year. As of the first 

of Tishrei (The evening of September 
12th) we entered into the year 5768. 
Our forefathers of course only used 
Hebrew characters and signified 

numbers by their corresponding He-
brew letters. The year 5768 is tradition-
ally written as “נ-ז-ס-ח” (Nun – Zayin 
-Samech – Chet) in short this year is 
 .(Samech Chet) ”ס-ח“

The eighth and last day of Suk-
kot is also Simchat Torah, the day 
we read through the end of the To-
rah Scroll and wind it back to start at 

Genesis chapter one for a new year. So 
with the fall feasts we have the circle of 

the Torah liturgy and the progression of the 
new year merging together much like the circle 

of the Samech and the “new beginning” symbolized 
by the Chet (Eight is the biblical number of new beginnings). 
Chuck Pierce used this as the backdrop of his exhortation 

to us; then God confirmed the message by demonstrating 
this new reality in our ministry and relationships at Tents 
of Mercy. 

Our mandate has been to reach out to the poor and needy, 
the outcasts and those who have struggled through their transi-

tion here in Israel. It is not surprising then that most of the folks 
in our congregations are from the former Soviet Union. There is 
another large group in Israel that has struggled to fit in, to be ac-

Avishalom, Alemu, Eitan, Chuck and Anawa
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In further demonstration of this new 
day of friendship, Eitan and Avishalom 
knelt together in prayer while Chuck 
Pierce and Elemu Biftu prayed for them. 
One of Chuck’s team had recently been 
in Ethiopia and had brought back a scarf 
commemorating the Ethiopian millen-
nium (2008). Chuck draped this over 
Avishalom symbolizing his mantle of 
leadership for Ethiopian ministry. As 
Eitan held Avi’s hand someone placed 
the scarf over their shoulders signify-
ing that both streams of the Messianic 
community were bound together in 
purpose and love.

This was not just a message but a day 
of liberation, healing, commitment and 
unity. Our hearts and souls were meld-
ed together as partners in the Messiah. 
A new beginning had truly dawned for 
Tents of Mercy and for the Ethiopian 
Messianic believers in Israel.   
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cepted and to integrate into the mainstream 
of Israeli society, the Jews who made the 
huge cultural leap from Ethiopia. We are 
blessed to have an increasing number of 
Ethiopians as part of our congregation and 
privileged to have as our associate congre-
gational leader, Avishalom Teklehaimanot, 
a Jewish native of Addis Ababa. 

Avishalom made aliyah in 1991. This 
year he returned to Ethiopia for the first 
time in fourteen years. He left as a teen-
ager and returned as a married father of 
two! While there Avishalom met up with 
an old childhood friend, Enawa Hawaz.  
Enawa is now a well known worship lead-
er and recording artist in Ethiopia. Av-
ishalom and Eitan were inspired to invite 
Enawa to join us for our Sukkot confer-
ence and to set aside one day as a special 
Ethiopian ministry day. 

Invitations went out and Ethiopian 
believers from all over the country en-
thusiastically responded – not because 
Dr. Chuck Pierce was going to be there 
(most folks hadn’t heard of him), but 
because Enawa Hawaz was the prom-
ised worship leader! 

Ethiopian Celebration at 
Tents of Mercy

On October 5th, the day after Sim-
chat Torah the joyful sounds of Ethio-
pian music filled Tents of Mercy’s sanc-
tuary. Over 150 Ethiopian believers and 

most of the leaders in the land were there 
to celebrate together with us. Enawa led 
us all in anointed worship. Even those of 
us who do not speak Amharic easily en-
tered into the joyful celebration through 
Enawa’s ministry.

And who had God arranged to be the 
guest speaker? None other than Dr. Ele-
mu Biftu! Dr. Biftu knew he had to come 
to Israel, but he had no idea God had 
sent him here to deliver a key message 
to the Ethiopian community. Speaking 
from John 4, Dr. Biftu likened the Ethio-
pian community in Israel to the woman 
at the well in Samaria. An outcast with 
low status – her encounter with the Mes-
siah transformed her into the herald of 
salvation for her whole community. God 
reminded our Ethiopian brothers and sis-
ters that He had sent them to Israel for 
divine purpose – they were not outcasts 
but divinely commissioned heralds. The 
key to their release is an encounter with 
the Messiah.

It is hard to convey in words just how 
powerfully the Holy Spirit was moving 
among us – the Spirit’s presence was al-
most palpable; a heavy weight of glory 
confirming Dr. Biftu’s message. As he fin-
ished speaking he declared freedom for the 
Ethiopian Israeli community to enter into 

their redemptive destiny. Eitan responded 
to this word by welcoming our Ethiopian 
family as equal partners and co-laborers 
together with the rest of the Messianic 
community. In kind, the Ethiopian leaders 
embraced Eitan as a father in the land. 
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Our Vision:

Tents of Mercy - to participate in todayʼs historic exodus by 
assisting Israelʼs returning exiles.

No spectators in the Kingdom - to be a worshiping, sharing 
community based in homes, equipping each one for service.

Come back Yeshua - to welcome Yeshua home to Israel, by 
restoring the Jewish roots of New Covenant faith.

Join Tents of Mercy in raising
funds to purchase

their ministry center.
(see article Nov ‘07)

To receive your own
free pushkie, go to:

www.tents-of-mercy.org (Pushkie)
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requesting a pushkie to:

River of Life Church
539 Highway 83/84 South 

Abilene, TX 79602
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Modern Israel! – Storms brewing in foreign policy, Ahma-
dinedjad denying the Holocaust, and the Israeli reality: 
thousands of victims of the Holocaust living in Israel and 

still suffering. Certainly they were always around us, we even 
know some of them personally, but when we found out that they 
have organized associations – groups of people who suffered sim-
ilar trials who had banded together, we decided to seek them out 
and serve them.

One such group from Leningrad, “The Union of the Last Block-
ade,” are survivors of Nazi ghettos and concentration camps. These 
Holocaust survivors are not young; most were born between 1933 

and 1938. They were children when the horror of the Holocaust 
fell upon them, bringing them into a face to face confrontation 
with death. Today they are again close to death as they are all well 
into their senior years and unfortunately, suffering from loneli-
ness and poverty. They simply feel that life has passed them by.

We all know that upon their sufferings the modern state of 
Israel was founded. They are the bones that Ezekiel saw and 
we, their children, are the flesh and blood army which was res-
urrected in the vision of the prophet.

Scripture tells us that there are always times and seasons. We 
sensed in our hearts that now was our time to serve these fathers 
and mothers who had suffered so much. These are the words of 
Malachi: “And He will turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers.” 
(Malachi 4:6). As we considered the plight of the Holocaust survivors 
in Israel this profound promise penetrated the hearts of our team 
in Shavei Tsion (Returnees to Zion, our Haifa congregation) and 
Netzer-ha-Galil (Branch from the Galilee, our Nazareth congre-
gation). As we responded to the Word of God the door of oppor-
tunity opened up for us to serve these people.

These are victims of concentration camps and ghettos – ter-
rible circumstances, death and horrors trapped them. We had 
heard some of their stories before we met Gita Koifman, the head 
of “The Last Blockade” Holocaust association. Gita enlightened 
us even further to their current sufferings. She told us, “We are 
forgotten, nobody needs us. I would be very glad if you could do 
something pleasant for the members of our association. We do 
not even have enough means to buy postage stamps…We have 
sick people who don’t have any help to leave their homes.”

Usually, when we offer to help people in Israel they ask many 
suspicious questions, “Who are you? Where are you from?” When 
she heard about our desire to do something for these people, she 
almost began to cry. Gita accepted us with an open heart.

Turning our Hearts to the Fathers
Leon Mazin

“Honor your father and your 
mother, that it may go well with 
you on the land which the LORD 

your God gives you.” Exodus 20:12



5December 2007

On September 5th,  6th and 
9th; just days before Rosh-Ha-
shanah and Yom Kippur (the 
image of our redemption and 
forgiveness) we hosted cel-
ebratory banquets in Haifa, 
the Kryot and Nazareth. More 
than 250 people attended these 
banquets, a number far beyond 
our expectation. We were very 
exited and a little nervous. How 
would we be received? Our anx-
iousness was in part due to the 
remarkable and infamous iden-
tity of our guest speaker. We 
had invited Rosemarie Clausen 
to address the survivors. Rose-
marie is the daughter of a Ger-
man general, the former chief 
of police of Berlin. Originally a 
Nazi, this man had a change of 
heart and actually helped Jews 
to escape from the Germany.

Rosemarie also bears an-
other badge of infamy, at her 
christening her father had 
asked none other than the de-
monic Hitler to stand as her 
God-father. Hitler eventually 
discovered her father’s mercy 
to the German Jews and had 
him executed. Together with 
many Jewish children, Rosema-
rie was orphaned by the Nazis. 
She also suffered at the hands 
of the Russian occupational 
army in Eastern Germany. 

Rosemarie stands as a testimony to the transforming grace and 
mercy of God. Here was Hitler’s God-daughter, reaching out with 
love and compassion to Jewish Holocaust survivors. By God’s grace 
she has been healed from bitterness and unforgiveness against both 
the Nazis and the Russians. She spoke to the survivors about God’s 
mercy; even to the people who passed through the horrors of con-
centration camps and ghettos. The reaction to the message was 
somewhat mixed; to be sure there was great pain, worry and numer-
ous questions. But many of the survivors thanked us afterwards.

God helped us to serve these people. There was no distinction 
between pastor, guest, visitor, Russian-speaker, English-speaker 
or Hebrew speaker. We all were waiters at this banquet. After the 
meal, one 15 year-old from our team said, “I never realized that to 
serve is such a great thing!”

An Open Door
Today we see that the door to these people and to their families is 

open. They know who we are, they are grateful for everything we have 
done and they want more. We want to enter through the door that God 
has opened for us. We pray for the opportunity to show God’s love 
and mercy to these people so that the last days of their lives would be 

Details & Registration: Shofar2008@yahoo.com
or www.tents-of-mercy.org(Conference)

Blow a shofar in Zion…
for the day of the Lord
is at hand. Joel 2:1

Shofar 2008
September 23rd – October 2nd 2008
Tents of Mercy, Revive Israel and Tikkun International

invite you to celebrate the FEAST OF TRUMPETS 
with us in the land of Israel!

� Intercessory Tour of Israel
� International Teaching Conference
� Worship and Relationship with Local Believers

brightened by the love of the Messiah.
We believe the Holy Spirit is leading us to host 

3 to 4 banquets each year to honor these people. 
What a wonderful opportunity that Messianic be-
lievers can pioneer this ministry to the “fathers.” It 
is our duty not only to honor them in ceremony, but 
to provide ongoing help through food, physical as-
sistance, and personal attention. Pray together with 
us for this project; that it would be led by God, that 
even more doors would open, and that we would 
express the love of Heaven through the Messiah 
for these dear Holocaust survivors whom He has 
preserved until this day.

We thank everyone who has served with us in 
prayer, financial assistance and personal participa-
tion. The Lord said this about you, “SO THAT IT 
MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU 
MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH.”   

Hitler’s God-daughter 
Transformed by Grace




